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Central Asia



1. With the breakup of the Soviet Union in 1991, what happened in this region? In other words (or more specifically), what was the major geopolitical events in this region at that time?

2. [True/False] Central Asia is united more by culture than by environment

3. Southern highlands (eg. Hymalayas, Pamir mountains) in Central Asia is the highest and most extensive mountains in the world. How was this dramatic landform created?

Hint: plate tectonics theory

4-1. Figure 10.7 (p. 426): Which of the following biome will you be most likely to see commonly in the northern Kazakstan and northern/central Mongolia? 

(a) Desert
(b) Steppe
(c) Taiga
(d) Tundra

4-2. How do you think this biome affects the livelihood of inhabitants in there?

Hint: Think about the horsemanship of Mongolian (eg. Genghis Khan) when they conquered the largest land in 1200s

5. Suppose you travel to Ulaanbaatar (capital of Mongolia) in the winter. How cold is it going to be? (See the climograph in Figure 10.7) What about the summer? How does the difference in temperature between summer and winter vary? What would contribute to this?

6. How might the desiccation of the Aral Sea best be addressed?

Hint: what was the cause of that?

7. What is the major environmental problem in the Caspian Sea in relation to economic development in the bordering nations such as Azerbaijan and Kazakstan?

8. Figure 10.9 (p. 428): In the Tarim Basin, most of the population resides 

(a) near the basin’s center

(b) high in the mountains surrounding the basin

(c) toward the eastern opening of the basin

(d) in the foothills of the mountains along the basin’s edge 

9. Table 10.1 (p. 430): Generally speaking, Islamic countries show higher fertility pattern than others because women marry earlier (have more chance to have more babies), and polygamy is often practiced among rich men in there. In Table 10.1, the TFR of 6 former Soviet republics is much lower than that of Afghanistan even though both groups are equally considered Islamic countries. What do you think contributed to the difference?

10. Table 10.1 (p. 430): Even though the data is not shown in the table, many reports suggest that Tibet has pretty low TFR. What contributed to this low fertility pattern in Tibet?

Hint: Think about their social system.

11. Autonomous regions in China are roughly defined as politically autonomous regions (unlike Province) where the majority of population is not Han Chinese (Han is the major ethnic group in China). Will these autonomous regions in western China maintain their distinct ethnic groups as the majority of population in the foreseeable future? – Yes or No. Support your answer.

Hint: Look at the migration flow shown in Figure 10.12 (p. 430)

12. Figure 10.16 (p. 434): Why is much of Central Asia often called “Turkestan”? (Hint: look at the language pattern). Which of the following regions in Central Asia would not be considered as “Turkestan”?

(a) Uzbekistan
(b) Xinjiang
(c) Kazakstan
(d) Tibet

13. Figure 10.18 (p. 435): Taliban represents the fundamentalist religious group in Pashtuns (the ethnic group accounting for about 40% of Afghan population). During the war in Afghanistan in 2001, U.S. in the alliance with U.K. support the Northern Alliance. Can you safely conclude the political forces (such as Taliban, Northern Alliance) often follow the ethnic line other than religion in Afghanistan when you have a glimpse at Figure 10.18?

14. [True/False] Afghanistan was a colony of British for more than a century.

15. [True/False] Mongolia was the part of the Soviet Union until 1991.

16. [True/False] The Taliban are currently in power in Afghanistan.

17. Which of the following Central Asian regions has petroleum?

(a) Caspian Sea

(b) Aral Sea 
(c) Tarim Basin

(d) Pamir Knot

18. Afghanistan probably earns the majority of its foreign currency by selling what?

(a) weapons

(b) oil

(c) textiles

(d) drugs

19. Table 10.3 (p. 450): The status of women is lowest in which of the following countries?

(a) Afghanistan

(c) Azerbaijan
(c) Turkmenistan
(c) Kazakstan
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