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The Russian Domain – Review Questions


1. Traditional boundary between European and Asian Russia?

2. Which of the followings is least likely to experience an earthquake?

(a) Moscow
(b) Armenia
(c) Kamchatka Peninsula
(d) Kuril Islands

3. Figure 9.3 (p.376): Dominant climate type in the Russian Domain?

4. Figure 9.5 (p. 378): Dominant biome in the Russian Domain?

5. Figure 9.1 (p. 372): Trans-Siberian Railroad starts from ____________ and ends at ______________. Trans-Siberian Railroad is located in the southernmost portion. Can you find any particular reason for that in relation to soil?

6. Figure 9.5 (p. 378): “Breadbasket” of the Russian Domain?

(a) Russia
(b) Belarus
(c) Ukraine
(d) Georgia

7. Figure 9.2 (p. 375): River that forms the political border between Russia and China?

8. Figure 9.2 (p. 375): Mountains that stretch between Black and Caspian Seas?

9. Figure 9.3 (p. 376): Which of the following countries is most likely to produce fruits and flowers?

(a) Belarus
(b) Ukraine
(c) Georgia
(d) Armenia

10. Figure 9.9 (p. 380): The world’s largest reserve of fresh water, also polluted by pulp and paper factories nearby since 1960s?

11. Figure 9.9 (p. 380): City north of Kiev (capital of Ukraine) known for the world’s worst nuclear accident in 1986?

12. Figure 9.12 (p.384): Can you describe the distribution of population? Also compare Figure 9.12 to Figure 9.5 (p. 378). Can you find any correlation? 

13. What was the advantage of migration to the east from the standpoint of government? Describe it in both economic and political aspects.

14. What is Russification? Why do you think government implemented this policy? Can you relate this to the construction of Israelis settlements in West Bank? Did Russification persist after the breakup of the Soviet Union? Also support your answer. You can relate the answer to Figure 9.17 (p.387).

15. Which of the following groups living in Russia is least likely to have emigrated Russia since 1991?

(a) Jews




(b) Finns


(c) Young professional Russians 
(d) Middle-aged Belarussian men

16. [True/False] Inner-city has grown more faster than urban fringe since the breakup of the Soviet Union in 1991.
17. Figure 9.21 (p.390): [True/False] Population in Russia will increase in whichever rates in the next few decades.
18. The Russian Domain is culturally distinct in that it is dominated by those who speak _________ language and go to _________________ church.

19. Religion, and use of Cyrillic alphabet today in the Russian Domain are due to interaction with ____________ Empire around the 11th century.

20. Figure 9.24 (p. 394): In terms of language, can you safely say that the realm is dominated by Slavic Russians? 

21. Figure 9.26 (p. 396): Which of the following language families is least likely to be heard in the Caucasus region?
(a) Altaic
(b) Uralic
(c) Indo-European
(d) Caucasian

eg. Turkish
   Finnish
   Slavic, Armenian
   Georgian, Dagestani

22. In which of the following areas do you think you see most of local people go to Catholic Church?

(a) Georgian
(b) Armenian
(c) Western Ukrainian
(d) Belarussian

23. In which of the following areas is it least likely to see most of local people go to Mosque?

(a) Tartarstan
(b) Chechnya
(c) Kazakstan border
(d) Armenia
(hint: Tartarstan is located along the central Volga Valley, Chechnya is located north of Caucasus Mountains, Kazakstan is the central Asian south of much of western Russia)

24. Rank the following geopolitical systems from the highest to the lowest in terms of level of autonomy.
(a) Autonomous Republics
(b) Autonomous Regions
(c) Union Republics

25. Figure 9.30 (p. 401): What was the source of tension and ensuing war in the early 1990s between Armenia and Azerbaizan?
26. Figure 9.30 (p. 401): What happened in Chechnya (southern Republic of Russia located in the northeastern border of the Caucasus Mountains) between 1994 and 1996? 
27. Figure 9.30 (p. 401): Japan has long demanded the return of Kuril Islands which had been gained by Russia when Japan lost WWII. Did a Russian government return this territory to Japan as a result?
28. [True/False] Russia has a permanent seat in U.N. Security Council.
29. [True/False] Under the Soviet rule, States focused on consumer goods industries.
30. What do you think contributed to the achievement of social indicators (such as literacy, health care, and female role) that has been made in Russia and neighboring states?
31. Figure 9.33 (p. 407): What is the locational factor of the development of industrial zones in the former Soviet Union?

32. [True/False] Russian Mafia has flourished more widely since 1991.  
33. Table 9.3 (p. 410): How would you rank the life span of Russian men? – highest, modest, lowest among the developed world

34. [True/False] Russia is the world’s largest natural gas producer.
