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What is choropleth map?

· Choros means area, and plethos means value. value assigned to the area

· Commonly used to portray data collected for enumeration units 
· If you wish to focus on “typical” values for individual enumeration units 
Choropleth map gallery



Why are choropleth maps so popular?

· Easy to construct

· Easy to read


Issues to consider in making choropleth maps
1) DATA STANDARDIZATION
Non-standardized data portrayed in choropleth map convey different messages (this is the most common mistake made by a GIS beginner)
2) DATA CLASSIFICATION
Different data classification gives different impression on spatial pattern of the same phenomenon; 
3) SYMBOLIZATION

Three kinds of numerical data {unipolar, bipolar} read p. 61

Brewer’s color scheme {sequential, diverging)


When to use choropleth maps?

Consider the models of geographic phenomenon {continuous/discrete, abrupt/smooth}



Cartographic design 
· Figure-ground phenomenon

· Intellectual hierarchy, Visual hierarchy
· How to achieve visual hierarchy

· How to achieve balance



