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Flow map

Reading (Dent chapter 12) is posted in a pdf file on the course website

1. What is a flow map?

· It shows the linear movement between places

· Can be viewed in the two extremes of measurement scale and generalization

· The map is typically generalized due to its inherent complexity

· Interchangeably called (with some slight difference)

· Desire line: straight line between origin and destination (e.g. commuting flow between traffic analysis zone)
· Linear cartogram: highly generalized flow map (e.g. subway route map)

2. Three types of flow maps

· Radial flow map: shows flow out of and into the node (e.g. traffic flow map)

· Network flow map: show interconnectivity between places (e.g. airline route map)

· Distributive flow map: show distribution of flow between places (e.g. trade flow map)

3. Designing flow map

· Visual hierarchy can be achieved with visual contrast (e.g. value difference, opaque symbol)
· Map projection has a significant impact on the look of maps such as connectivity and relative location, and thus can be wisely (or poorly) used to organize (or disorganize) the map content 
· Line scaling: usually it’s a proportional scale because human perceive width in a linear fashion; alternatively range-grading is adopted when the scaling is not suited to given data range 
· Unique solution: because flow map is typically complex, it is not uncommon to have unique solutions such as flow map combined with proportional symbol map
