Geog 458: Map Sources and Errors

Lineage

February 13, 2006

Group exercise

Reading CSDGM-compliant metadata for understanding the characteristics of data and assessing data quality

Form a group in three or four people
Go to USGS data catalog service http://geo-nsdi.er.usgs.gov
Choose any metadata (given your interest?)
Answer the following questions 

On Wednesday, each group should present findings (5 minutes speech); when you present your work, think of you as a professional “data assessor”!
1. Which data product did you choose? What’s the title of the data?
2. Who created the data?

3. How many source data are used? 

If the number of source data is more than one, limit the answers (to questions 4 - 8) to one of them.

4. When are the data {collected, published}? 

5. What is the short-form alias for the source data? 
6. Identify reference fields which the data set was referenced against (datum)

7. What is the scale of the data set? 
8. What is the resolution of the data set? (should be reported in a proper measurement unit)
9. Identify all derivation methods documented in lineage sections (e.g. georeferencing, scanning, interpolation, file conversion)
10. What are parameters or algorithms used in derivation methods if known?

11. Is there any systematic error (or bias) in the source data set?
12. What would be potential errors introduced into the data set given the known methods of derivation?

