Geog463: GIS Workshop

April 5, 2006

Group Discussion

Form the group for each project, and discuss the topics below. Turn in answers to me at the end of class (if finished) or by noon this Friday to Julie’s mailbox. Your answers will help me prepare better lectures for next week, and will help your group work on needs assessment report better.
1. How would you describe the benefits of your project?
2. How does the “need-to-know” question of your project fit into the larger business work flow?

3. Using Huxhold (1991)’s hierarchical view on needs assessment and the case of your project, come up with one example for each of five components {goal-function-facility-entity-attribute}
4. Information product description (limit to one information product if multiple)
a. What would be the title that best describes information product?

b. What’s the name of the department and person who needs information product?

c. Which of the following requirements should the information product fit into {map, tabular, text, image, 3D, schematic requirements}
Frequency of use

5. Draw process diagram (input, operation, information product from question #4) where operation can be broken down into the smaller steps. List GIS functionalities used for each step. Based on this, what are the most frequently used GIS functionalities? Examples of GIS functionalities include attribute query, spatial query, spatial overlay, digitizing, scanning, coordinate transformation, buffer, spatial interpolation, network analysis, create descriptive summary, and so on.
Logical linkages

6. Does the information product from question #4 require any relationship between data elements? 
a. Relationship between list and graphic entities
b. Relationships between map 

c. Relationships between attributes

Error tolerance

7. Look at p. 60 of Tomlinson (2005) book. Complete the table for referential error (can be thought of attribute accuracy) from one of data needed to generate the information product. The table should include four items - possible occurrence, results of error, impact on benefits, and concerns for error tolerance.
If you are not clear about questions, please feel free to ask questions to Julie!

