
 Geog 258: Lab Assignment 1
Cartographic Resources on the Web

Work in groups at one of the computers in the Collaboratory.

 The goal is to see how similar information is presented differently from different map sources.

 Part 1: Street maps (and community information)

In this exercise, you will use online mapping services to look up addresses. Each group will choose 1) a specific street address; 2) a more general place name (such as a city, town, community, etc); and 3) a landmark such as a famous mountain, building, etc. (such as the Space Needle).
View each of the above places using two of the web mapping services below, and then respond to the questions. Feel free to use the mapping tools: zoom in and out, activate different layers, etc. Here are the URLs of the web mapping services:
· Mapquest (http://www.mapquest.com) or Yahoo (http://maps.yahoo.com/maps) (The Yahoo mapping service is provided by Mapquest, so don’t do both…)
· Census Bureau TIGER mapping service (http://tiger.census.gov/cgi-bin/mapbrowse-tbl   (Put in a city or town name at bottom of the page; locate the correct place on the list on the Gazetteer page that comes up and choose “map.”) 

· Google maps (http://maps.google.com)  try switching from map to satellite to hybrid images. What different kinds of information do you get?

· Microsoft Terraserver http://terraserver.microsoft.com 
Use the tables on the next page to answer the following two questions:

Question 1: For each site, what kind of information is it showing you? How detailed and how useful is this information?
Question 2: For each site, did it get the right place? If not, how close/far off was it?

	Address:
	
	
	

	Web mapping service
	Type of information on the map
	Observations (level of detail, usefulness, etc.)
	Right place?

If not, how far off?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	General Place Name:
	
	
	

	Web mapping service
	Type of information on the map
	Observations (level of detail, usefulness, etc.)
	Right place?

If not, how far off?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	Landmark:
	
	
	

	Web mapping service
	Type of information on the map
	Observations (level of detail, usefulness, etc.)
	Right place?

If not, how far off?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Part 2: A map that hasn't been made before 

Look at 3 (at least) of the highway congestion services below:

· Los Angeles: http://trafficinfo.lacity.org 
· Los Angeles: http://www.sigalert.com/map.asp?Region=Los%2BAngeles (hover mouse over map symbols)

· Seattle (from Washington DOT): http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/traffic/seattle/ 
· Chicago: (http://www.gcmtravel.com/gcm/maps_chicago.jsp)
· Several maps available from http://traffic411.com/index.html 

· Choose from several cities at http://www.traffic.com 
Use the information you see on each map to answer the questions below. 
Question 1: What are these three sites showing? (i.e., what is the information content?) For each of the sites, see if there are camera icons on the map. If so, click on the cameras and note what additional information you get.
Question 2: Where is the data coming from? Knowing that, why is this section called “A map that hasn’t been made before”?

Question 3: In lecture we discussed how maps are a “snapshot” or a “timestamp.” Is this true of these maps? Why or why not?
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