Lab Assignment 2: Adventure at the Map Library

Please form into groups of two or three. Five "stations" have been set up around the Map Library. Some of them might only take five or ten minutes, some more. Plan your time to be able to visit them all.

Station 1: Find a Topographic Quadrangle

Pick two places you know about in Washington State. Using the INDEX MAP, locate the quad sheets that cover these areas (one sheet for each). Enter the following information about each sheet:

	Name of Sheet
	Scale
	Date

created
	Date of

last revision

(if any)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Take your quad sheets with you to Station 2.
Station 2: Quad sheets and more generalized maps

Station 2 has different versions of the 1:500,000 WA State Map by USGS. Compare the features on your topographic quad and the features shown on one of these state-wide maps. (This is very unfair: the state map is reduced by almost 21 times!) For each of your topographic quads,
1. estimate the percentage of roads shown on the topographic quad that appear on the state map. (Don't be overly accurate, just estimate...) 

2. Do the same for rivers and streams. 

	Name of WA map
	Scale
	Date

created
	% roads
	% streams

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Q: Are there any features that appear on the state map, but not on the topographic quads?

 Please return your quad sheets to the Station 1 table.

At stations 3, 4 and 5, you will look at examples of maps created for specific purposes. At each station, please take a look at the maps, and try to figure out what kind of information is being mapped, paying particular attention to these issues:
· What kind of spatial units are used? 

· What kind of measurement level was used? 

· What kinds of symbols were used? 

Station 3
Station 3 has maps of British Columbia, Canada that represent certain themes. Choose two of the maps and fill in the information about them in the table below:
	Map name
	date
	scale
	Level of measurement
	Kinds of symbols used
	Suitable for…?

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


1) In general, did you like these maps? What specific aspects of these maps made them useful/not useful? Aesthetically pleasing/ugly?
Station 4

Station 4 has maps from the US National Wetlands Inventory. Choose one of the maps and fill in the information about them in the table below:
	Map name
	date
	scale
	Level of measurement
	Kinds of symbols used
	Suitable for…?

	
	
	
	
	
	


1) How many DIFFERENT wetland labels can you count on your map?
2) What additional information would you expect (or hope) to see on a similar map at a higher scale?
 

Station 5

Station 4 has maps from the US Census Bureau. Choose two of the maps and fill in the information about them in the table below:
	Map name
	date
	scale
	Level of measurement
	Kinds of symbols used
	Suitable for…?

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


1) Do you think the map makers created special spatial units for these maps, or did they use units adapted from other sources?

2) What kind of class intervals were used on each of your maps? (Some maps have none…)
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