Geography 258

Winter 2006

Report Assignment

Background
In this assignment you will make a small number of maps for a mythical group of people using online mapping systems. Then you will prepare a report about the process of presenting these maps in terms of the mapmaking decisions you had to make, the requirements you tried to fulfill and the limitations you faced. This is to be done with explicit reference to the concepts learned in this class. Details follow.

To write this report, you will pick one of the following scenarios.
Scenarios

1. You are a habitat analyst for Fish and Wildlife Service. (You must specify your species of interest.)  You are preparing a talk to fellow biologists and ecologists, describing how a particular issue (like dam breeching – you can chose whatever issue you want) will affect your species of interest.
2. You are a store location specialist for the Whizz Restaurant chain. You are preparing a talk to a group of business people and investors about the advisability of placing a new restaurant in a specific location in Seattle (or another city of your choice).
3. You are a city planner charged with Critical Areas Ordinance for Your Town, WA. You are preparing a talk to a group of concerned citizens from your area showing how local growth patterns are affecting protected areas.
Pick a side of the issue to present (pro or con). Prepare at least two maps for your audience that show important data that they will need to understand your point using one or more of the online map systems listed on the attached page. You will need to consider very carefully what kinds of information you need to present to your audience and how best to present it to make your case.
Deliverables

You are required to turn in the following:

Part A:
1. Printed copies of your maps. (If you contact me before Feb 28 I can arrange a small quota for printing maps on the color laser printer.) Each map must indicate the name and the URL of the interactive mapping system used to create it.
2. A one page (double-spaced) description of your maps as they pertain to your issue. (Imagine you are explaining the maps to your target audience, who are generally familiar with the issue but do not know the specifics, e.g., “The first map shows us the demographics…”) Tell us who you are, who your audience is, and why the information you chose to present on your maps is important to making your case.
Part B:
Write a 3-4 page (double-spaced) analysis of the process of making the maps. In other words, write the story of the map-making. How did you go about making a map that meets the users’ needs? Do not write a full blown report about your fictitious case! Rather, think about the decisions you made as the mapmaker contributed to the success and/or failure of the resulting maps. 
 Among your other subheadings, your essay must also include both of the following subheadings (in any order) and must discuss the relevant issues under each:

· Map Theme(s) 

What kind of thematic maps did you make? If they are multivariate, what different variables are used and how are they portrayed? What is the level of level of measurement? Is this consistent with the nature of phenomenon and the data collected?

· Cartographic abstraction
Use concepts such as generalization, selection, classification, symbolization, etc. (from lectures and readings) to analyze your maps.
· Scale and projection

How do these affect the quality of your maps? Do they enhance or limit your ability to make your case?

You can use the following as guidelines to help you flesh out your analysis:

1. What is useful and informative about your maps? In what ways do they “work?” i.e., in what ways do they make a good case for to audience?
2. Recognizing that you are limited by your map-making skills and the online tools at your disposal, discuss the major limitations of your maps. What you would have liked to have done differently? Is there additional data you would have liked to map? Would you have chosen a different type of map? Would you make the symbols different or choose a different projection? Do you need to do more sophisticated analysis than the online tools allow? Remember to put this discussion in terms of the concepts learned in this class.
3. What additional skills or data would you need to have to put together a more informative set of maps to make your case to your audience?
Grading Criteria
This assignment is worth 40 points toward the class grade. It will be graded by the following criteria:
Part A (15 points): 
· The level of detail and relevance found in the maps you create. These maps must show care and thought in their creation. A high-scoring set of maps will use the available data to make a clear case for or against the fictitious issue in the scenario. We expect a fair amount of time and judgment to be put into these maps. (8 points)
· The clarity of the one-page explanation of your maps. To receive a high score, your explanation should make clear connections between the presentation of the data on the map and the point you are trying to make to your audience. This includes the type of information shown, the scale at which the map is drawn, etc. (7 points)
Part B (25 points)
The essay will cover all the necessary issues to show you understand the issues and choices confronted by the map maker. Specifically, you will be graded on:

· the inclusion of the three required subheadings. Within these subheadings, clear descriptions of the relevant issues will earn higher scores. (8 points)

· the quality of your explanations and reflections on your mapmaking process in terms of the course concepts. Good essays will use the appropriate vocabulary taught in the course (and use it correctly) to explain the issues you confronted while creating your maps. (8 points)
· how cohesive, well-organized and thoughtful your essay is overall. It should have a recognizable introduction, body, and conclusion, and should tell a story of your map-making process. (6 points)
· spelling and grammar – yes they count! Hint: have a friend read over your work; a second set of eyes is always useful in spotting mistakes. (3 points)

Interactive, web-based map systems

You are welcome to use any web-based mapping system you want to. It may even be useful to use more than one system to make the necessary maps, as each system may specialize in specific types of information. The list below gives some possibilities:

· Google Maps (business location information, street maps, satellite images)

http://maps.google.com
· US Census
http://www.census.gov/geo/www/maps/CP_OnLineMapping.htm (click on American Fact Finder)

http://tiger.census.gov/cgi-bin/mapbrowse-tbl
· MapQuest (business locations, street maps)

http://www.mapquest.com/
· Microsoft Terraserver 

http://terraserver.microsoft.com
· Demographic Data Viewer (CIESIN) 
http://plue.sedac.ciesin.org/plue/ddviewer
· National Atlas 
http://www.nationalatlas.gov/
· Social Explorer (Demographic/census data. As you zoom in, the enumeration units get correspondingly smaller. And you have lots of options of demographic variables to plug in.)

http://socialexplorer.com/pub/maps/home.aspx
· Northwest Streamnet – several mapping systems for critical habitat
http://map.streamnet.org/
In addition to these maps, you can search for “Interactive Maps” in Google. Try adding “WA” and other terms such as “critical areas” to your search to locate more specific mapping tools.
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